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January 2012

What's Happening at FTO
 
2011 has been a great year for Freethought Oasis!  We finalized our 501c3 with the IRS, giving us non-profit status.  We donated thirty-two freethought books to the Tascosa, Amarillo, and Caprock High School libraries.  We volunteered with Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Adopt-a Highway, and High Plains Food Bank Community Garden.  We made massive improvements to our website.  We participated in the state-wide protest of Rick Perry's "The Response" in Houston.  And we held more events than any year previous, including hikes, bowling, parties, barbecues,  book clubs, movie nights, dinner nights, and volunteering events.  We owe many thanks to all of our members who have donated time, money, and talents to make all this happen.  You've given the atheists of Amarillo a wonderful community.  You know who you are! Thank you!  
 
2011 in Review
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Left: Rodney Hinds and Tracy Black donating books to the Tascosa High School Library.
Right: Tracy Black, Ashley and Jamie Farren, and Rodney Hinds outside of Amarillo High School with the donated books.
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Left: Tracy Black and John Willimon pose with the donated books outside of Caprock High School.
Right: Tracy Black with atheist comedian Sam Singleton at a show in Lubbock.
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Left: Nine year old Marie Black and Barrett Langton at the summer solstice party at Memorial Park.
Right: Jamie and Ashley Farren of Borger at the winter solstice party at the home of Rodney Hinds.
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Left: Rodney Hinds (center left) stands with FFRF co-president Annie Laurie Gaylor (center right) at the protest of Rick Perry's "The Response" at Reliant Stadium in Houston.
Right: Rodney Hinds in the Freedom From Religion Foundation's Out of the Closet online campaign.
 
Upcoming Events
 
January 1, 8, 22, & 29 from 11:00am to 1:00pm-  Our regular meetings at Roasters Coffee.
 
January 12 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm- Dinner at Jason's Deli.
 
January 13 from 7:00pm to 10pm- Movie night at  a private residence.  This months feature is "The Ledge".
 
January 15 from 11:00am to 12:00- The business meeting at Western Bowl in the party room.
January 28 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm- Book club meeting at Roasters Coffee.  The book is Misquoting Jesus by Bart Ehrman
 
 
December Meeting Minutes
 
 
Freethought Oasis
Meeting Minutes
12/18/2011
 
· Call meeting to order - members present: Rodney, Tracy, Elmer, John, Barrett
· Adopt minutes from last meeting
· Status of contact with Matt Dillahunty - Matt will ‘plug’ the debate from his show prior to visiting Amarillo
· Status of 2012 Debate – WT has scheduled a forum and will have the opponent’s name by January
· Update on possibility of moving Sunday meetings to Habitat for Humanity – Elmer will check on the status
· Update on book donation to Palo Duro High School – Tracy will be contacting the librarian soon and then will set up the FTO wish-list on Amazon
· Banner for parties, bbq’s and other events  – John will get the banner ordered for less than $70.00
· Status on tri-fold brochure design -  near completion and only need to replace one picture
· Accomplishments/Activities since last board meeting – book club, movie night, Jason’s Deli, letter sent to Amarillo College concerning SACS survey
·  Treasurers Report - $734.08 cash on hand
· Web stats – July- 2,353, August- 2,075, September- 1,718, October- 1.546, November (1,554)
· Voting members (16), ally Members (47) and officers (5)
· Applied for discount at PayPal as non-profit – Tracy will check on the status and Rodney will resend information in January if no reply by then
· Letter to Amarillo College concerning SACS proselytizing – Rodney will email FFRF for advice if we have no reply by January
· Ashley has suggested that we investigate providing a small scholarship to freethinkers as the only scholarship she could find at WTAMU was strictly for Church of Christ members.  Suggestions were made to require membership in FTO and a 1,500 word essay.  This is a great idea and we are asking for ideas for a way to fund the scholarship.
· John and Elmer to write 500 word piece for the “Defining Moments” web page
· Upcoming events – 
· dining out – Jason’s Deli – Thursday 01/12/12
· movie night – “The Ledge” – Friday 01/13/12
· book club meeting at Roasters – Saturday 01/28/12 - Book for January is Misquoting Jesus
· Close meeting
 
About Us
Freethought Oasis provides community and connection for agnostics, atheists, skeptics, secularists, and freethinkers in Amarillo, the Texas panhandle, and the surrounding area.
 
Please submit an article, rant or ideas for the newsletter to admin@freethoughtoasis.org
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list, please email admin@freethoughtoasis.org
 
 
Freethought Oasis
PO Box 30664
Amarillo, Tx 79120
www.freethoughtoasis.org
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