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Freethought Oasis Newsletter

February 2012
What’s Happening at FTO
· Debate 2012 (our great big event for February)
Location: 

 Alumni Banquet Hall - WTAMU

Date: February 23rd, 2012 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm

In order to further the vital public discussion of atheism, religion and the separation of church and state, there will be a public debate held at West Texas A&M University on February 23, 2012 at 7:00 PM. This debate, entitled "Should America be Under God?" is being co-sponsored by Freethought Oasis and WTAMU’s Wilson Lecture Series.

The debate will be held in the Alumni Banquet Hall of the WTAMU campus and will be moderated by WTAMU's own Dr. James Hallmark. Debating will be performed by Matt Dillahunty, host of The Atheist Experience from Austin and Abdu Murray, author and co-founder of Aletheia International. There will be no charge for attendance.
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	Matt Dillahunty is the president of the Atheist Community of Austin and host of their live, call-in, television program, "The Atheist Experience", seen on cable and streamed live to the world. A fundamentalist Christian for more than 25 years, his best efforts to become a minister backfired and gave birth to one of the most prolific voices on atheism of the past decade. In addition to hundreds of live television shows and thousands of informal debates on the show, he's also engaged in formal debates and traveled the United States speaking to local secular organizations and university groups as part of the Secular Student Alliance's Speakers Bureau. He's also the producer of the "Godless Bitches" podcast (with his wife, Beth Presswood) and producer and regular voice on "The Non-Prophets" podcast.
	Abdu Murray is a co-founder and the President of Aletheia International, which is an apologetics-based ministry dedicated to offering the Truth of the Gospel to Muslims, Jews, cult members, and skeptics. For most of his life, Abdu was a proud Muslim, who studied the Qur'an and Islam. During the course of a years-long investigation into the historical and philosophical underpinnings of the major world religions, Abdu discovered that only the evidence for the historic Christian faith could withstand the toughest challenges. The results of Abdu’s intense search, coupled with the Lord’s drawing of his heart, led him to put his faith in Jesus as the one and only sufficient Savior. Since that time, Abdu has dedicated his ministry to reaching non-Christians with the Gospel and teaching Christians to do the same. Abdu has spoken in numerous venues both in the United States and internationally, including churches, convention centers, and college campuses. He has been a featured guest on radio talk shows across the United States and on numerous national and international television programs, including Newswatch, Stand to Reason with Greg Koukl, CrossExamined with Dr. Frank Turek, Jesus or Muhammad? on the Aramaic Broadcasting Network, The Bob Dutko Show, SRN News, Equipped for Life, and GOD321. Abdu hosts Embrace the Truth with Abdu Murray, a radio segment on WLQV in Detroit.

	
	


· The Texas Panhandle now boasts two freethought organizations!  The Panhandle Humanists had their inaugural meeting in January, and plan to work in affiliation with American Humanist Association.  While PH and FTO are independent groups, we plan to coordinate our efforts to best serve the atheists of the Panhandle.  Their next meeting will be at 2:00pm on February 4th at the Northwest Branch of Amarillo Public Library.  Their website is under construction at http://phumanists.org/.  
· We now have a lifetime membership option for our gung ho members.  This one-time payment option gives voting membership for life.  Dues for a lifetime membership are $500.
· February is the final month for the Book Club.  Interest in the Book Club has been waning the last few months, so we’ll be discontinuing until we find a more appealing format.  If you have an idea, please contact Tracy at tracyb@freethoughtoasis.org. 
· Update on Palo Duro HS book donations.  The Head District Librarian for Amarillo Public Schools was contacted after the January business meeting.  There are no plans to pull our previous donations from the shelves of Tascosa, Amarillo, and Caprock High Schools.  But, the district policy states that donations are to be approved through the head librarian, which the other high school librarians were unaware of.  So we’ll be donating to Palo Duro as soon as our list is approved.
Freethought Oasis Business Meeting Minutes

January 15, 2012

Meeting Minutes

01/15/2012

Call meeting to order- Tracy

Attendance: Elmer, Tracy, Mike, Barrett, Lindsay, Jamie, Ashley 2 guests who are starting the Panhandle Humanist group

Adopted minutes from last meeting

Status of contact with Matt Dillahunty- Mark and Rodney are in charge of contact for the debate neither were present to comment on any further contact made

Status of 2012 Debate


-Still waiting for Hallmark to choose the opponent.


-Jamie created a press release for media over the debate that can be sent out as soon as we know


the opponent's name to include.


-Suggested to email Hallmark a reminder to pick the opponent so we can move forward with


press release


-We will discuss the debate further at the next meeting when Rodney is here to update us

Update on possibility of moving Sunday meetings to Habitat for Humanity


-Habitat for Humanity is still remodeling- will probably be a while before their room is ready


-Could look into room at Unitarian Church

Update on book donation to Palo Duro


-Tracy said she contacted PD library and response was not good.


-The librarian said that the Head District Librarian is reviewing out entire donation


-Tracy will continue to contact PD about getting books in and stay on top of status of our 


whole donation with district librarian 


-Group will be ready to contact FFRF or lawyers, etc. if our books get removed because of 


their topic

Banner for parties, bbq’s and other events and table banner- Banner is in costs was $139.59

Status on tri-fold brochure design- Pictures will be sent by Tracy so brochure can be finished

Status on SACS survey at Amarillo College- Will be discussed at next meeting

Status on discount at PayPal as non-profit – sent documents by snail-mail


-Lower % goes to PayPal because we are a non-profit

Status on obtaining funding for an FTO scholarship


-Ashely brought up the idea of starting an FTO scholarship



-Tracy will look into how to set up account or possibly going through Humanist Society to offer


at WT scholarship 


-There would have to be a separate account and money raised.  One suggestion was at the


debate having a donation bucket for the scholarship.

Accomplishments/Activities since last board meeting – solstice party (Thank you Rodney!), book club, movie night, Jason’s Deli


-Book Club next month will be final book club unless more interest is shown.


-Tracy said FTO does have a good reads page but needs updated


-We could discuss books online/good reads instead of meeting as group since #s are low are


book club meetings.

Treasurers Report


-$1123 (128 book fund, 995 general)


$529 in donations last month


-Only expense was banner this month

Web stat page hits – September- (1,718), October- (1,546), November (1,554), December (1,653)

Webmaster will add the flyer for the humanist group meeting to our page.

No new members to vote in- voting members (16), ally Members (47) and officers (5)

Upcoming events – movie night, book club,  Jason's Deli will be Feb 9th

Close meeting by Mike, second by Jamie.  

About Us
Freethought Oasis provides community and connection for agnostics, atheists, skeptics, secularists, and freethinkers in Amarillo, the Texas panhandle, and the surrounding area.
 

Please submit an article, rant or ideas for the newsletter to admin@freethoughtoasis.org
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